Hillcrest Students Advance to Quarterfinals
Eighteen Hillcrest Middle School students traveled to Bethel Middle School on Monday, Dec. 14th to present their cases in the regional tournament of the statewide Middle School Mock Trial Competition, co-sponsored by the Connecticut Consortium for Law and Citizenship Education and the Connecticut Bar Association.  
The students presented arguments relating to the case of State of New Jersey v. Jessie Chandler that involves a robbery of an herbal remedy health and smoothie shop allegedly by employee Jessie Chandler, who’s on trial for aggravated robbery.

The Hillcrest Red Team won both of its rounds and will be advancing to the state quarterfinals in West Hartford on Monday, Januarary 11th, where it will be facing other champions from the regional competitions that were held in Canton, Deep River, and East Hartford. Meanwhile, the Hillcrest White team had a strong showing, but ended their run in Bethel. 
Led by advisor Brian Hendrickson, team members included:
Hillcrest Red:  Kathy Nickson, Chitra Nidadavolu, Patrick Heeks, Camilla Edwards, Emily McGrath, and Jack Zang

Hillcrest White: Miles Broker, Lance Bragg, Justin Lynch, Avery Collins, Madison Newcomer, Kristy Nickson, Emma Thornton, Daniel Yankura, Kayla Scinto, Simon Du, Dylan McEniry, and Paul Edwards.
Drawing from the high school program's 27-year history, the Middle School Mock Trial Program saw 300 students from over 30 middle school teams compete in its seventh year.
For more information on the Mock Trial programs go to www.cclce.org
